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Overview and Objectives:

This course is intended to provide students with an introduction to some of the key texts and themes in the history of American political thought. Although we will not be able to discuss nearly all the prominent political writers or politically significant ideas in U.S. history, we will cover several of the more important texts, many of which have had a substantial influence on later political debates and on citizens’ attitudes today. We will also begin to get some sense of the different ways in which theorists, politicians, and political activists have thought about politics in the United States. Moreover, we will learn about some of the major political issues, problems, and dilemmas we have faced as a country, some of which we still confront. 

            

Although some of the readings are relatively accessible, many of the texts in American political theory can be challenging. But given time, persistence, and patience, they can also be rewarding and help clarify our own thinking about politics, as well as our understanding of the tradition of American political theory. Consequently, this course also seeks to improve students’ skills in carefully reading and systematically analyzing texts. Analyzing texts involves, for example, determining a writer’s assumptions, how she/he defines key political concepts, the logical steps in her/his argument, how her/his different ideas fit together, etc. It is far more than just summarizing the text.

 

Required Texts:

Please purchase the specified edition of these books, so that everyone in class is using the same edition and books with the same pagination, which is necessary for class discussion and for your paper citations. Please bring the relevant book and article to class. We will often read and analyze passages from the readings in class.

 

Thomas Paine, Common Sense, Dover, 1997

The Federalist Papers, ed. Clinton Rossiter, Signet Classic, 2003

Herbert J. Storing, What the Anti-Federalists Were For, University of Chicago Press, 1981

Robert A. Dahl, How Democratic Is the American Constitution?, 2nd ed., Yale University Press, 2003

Charles A. Beard, An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States. Free Press, 1986.

Course Pack for PSCI 363.

 

Course Requirements: Assignments and Grading

Please notify me if you have a documented disability that requires accommodation. It is crucial that you do so during the first week or two of the semester so that we can make appropriate arrangements.

  

Students are expected to do the assigned readings for that day BEFORE they come to class, and to participate actively in class discussion. 

 

Your grade for the course will consist of the following: 

· In-class discussion participation: 30%

· Two critical reaction papers: 20 % each = 40%

· Term paper/presentation: 30%

For the critical reaction papers, you will write 5-7 pages on a set of readings, critiquing the writers’ assumptions, hypotheses, logic, methods, applications and implications. 

For the term paper you should write 12-15 pages relating relevant topics in political theory to your fields of interest in other areas of political science.

Please use APA citation style. The Publication Manual of the APA is a reference every political science student should own. These websites may also be helpful:


http://www.liunet.edu/cwis/cwp/library/workshop/citapa.htm

http://citationmachine-west.net
You are to hand in a paper copy of assignments. Unless you have specific permission from me, you are NOT to email me your written assignments; if you receive such permission, it is your responsibility to make sure I received the assignment; do not assume I have received it just because the email apparently went through. All electronic submissions must be in Microsoft Word format. 

 

You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate Catalog (pp. 274-276) that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. A finding of responsibility for academic dishonesty on any assignment will result in failure of this course (see the Undergraduate Catalog).
 

Late assignments and make-up exams:

All papers are due at the beginning of class. One letter grade per calendar day will be deducted for late papers. NO PAPERS will be accepted more than a week after the due date. 

Grading scale:

	 A=90-100
	B=80-89
	C=70-79
	D=60-69
	E=0-59


 

Course Outline (subject to change as conditions warrant):

	May 9
	Introduction: Overview of course and its objectives

	 
	Overview of Different Political Theories/Ideologies

	
	Magna Carta; Locke; Rousseau; Petition of Right; English Bill of Rights(CP)

	
	Dahl, App. A

	
	

	 
	The Colonial Period

	 
	Mayflower Compact (CP)

	
	John Winthrop, “A Modell of Christian Charity” 1630 (CP)

	
	

	May 11 
	The Revolutionary Period

	
	 Thomas Paine, Common Sense, 1-33 (1776)

	 
	Analyzing  a political theory

	 
	Paine, Common Sense, 33-58

	
	 The Declaration of Independence 1776 (in Federalist Papers)

	 
	

	May 16
	Republican Thought During the Founding Period

	
	 The Articles of Confederation 1777 (in Federalist Papers)

	
	Beard, ch 1-5

	
	Rush (CP)

	
	

	 May 18
	The Framing of the Constitution & Debates Concerning Its Ratification

	 
	Federalist Papers #1, 15 (1787-88)

	
	 The Constitution of the United States of America 1787 (in Federalist Papers)

	
	Federalist Papers #9, 10, 39, 45

	 
	Federalist Papers #47-48, 51, 56-57, 62-63

	 
	

	May 23
	The Executive

	
	Federalist Papers #68, 70, 84

	 
	The Federal Farmer, “Letter I” 1787 (CP)

	 
	Dahl, ch. 4

	 
	

	  May 25
	The Judiciary

	
	Federalist Paper #78 

	 
	Brutus, “Essay XI” and “Essay XV” 1788 (CP)

	
	IN-CLASS DEBATE ON JUDICIAL REVIEW

	 
	

	  May 30
	The Anti-Federalists and Civil Liberties

	 
	 Storing, What the Anti-Federalists Were For, entire

	
	Brutus, “Essay I” 1787 (CP)

	
	Centinel 1787 (CP)

	
	Bill of Rights 1791 (in Federalist Papers)

	
	

	  June 1
	Assessing the U.S. Constitution Today

	
	Robert A. Dahl, How Democratic Is the American Constitution?, ch. 1-3, 5-8 (2001)

	 
	 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (CP)

	
	

	June 6
	An Economic Critique

	 
	Beard, ch 6-11

	
	Sumner, Social Classes (CP)

	
	FDR, Second Bill of Rights (CP)

	
	Sunstein, Review (CP)

	
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights (CP)

	
	

	 
	Review Papers Due

	
	

	 June 8
	Civil Disobedience & Anti-Racist Political Thought

	 
	Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” 1963 (CP)

	 
	Henry David Thoreau, “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience” 1849 (CP)

	
	IN-CLASS DEBATE ON CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

	 
	Term Paper Due

	
	

	June 13
	Feminist Thought

	 
	Nancy Fraser, "After the Family Wage: Gender Equity and the Welfare State." Political Theory 22 (Nov. 1994): 591-618. (JSTOR)

	
	

	June 15
	Term Paper Presentations

	
	


 

