URBAN POLITICS

Political Science 300

Spring 2007

Sathyan Sundaram

Office: C-125b, 2755 E. Napier Ave., Benton Harbor

Phone: 269-983-2056

Email: ssundaram@wmich.edu

Web page: 

Office hours: by appointment

Class Meetings 
Lecture: M, 630-930 PM, South Haven

Course Description:

A study of those factors having an impact on the governing of American cities, including social and economic conditions in the cities, the organization of local political systems, and the actions of the state and federal governments. The city will be viewed as a center of economic and social problems that necessitate political activity and as a laboratory for the advancement of general knowledge of politics.

Required Readings:

Dahl, Robert. Who Governs? New Haven, CT: Yale Univ. Press, 2005.

Herson, Lawrence J.R. and John M. Bolland, The Urban Web. Chicago: Nelson-Hall, 1998.

Sugrue, Thomas J., The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996.

Duany, Andres, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and Jeff Speck. Suburban Nation. North Point Press, 2001.

Attendance:

    Attendance is required. Class time will be used for guest speakers, lectures which include material beyond what is in the book, visual and audio are intended to reinforce key themes, and discussion of written assignments. It is thus not in your interest to cut classes. 

Grading:

    The following scale is used for each component of the final grade and for the final grade itself.

A 90-100%

B 80-89%

C 70-79%

D 60-69%

F 0-59%

The components of the final grade will be weighted as follows.

Term Paper / Presentation   
40%

Discussion


30%

Short Paper #1


15%

Short Paper #2


15%

 Short Papers:

 You will write two (2) short (3-5 page) papers which summarize and critically review the supplementary readings.  

Assignments will not be accepted after the deadline.

All written assignments must be submitted in print form (no hand-written assignments). If you will be unable to attend the class when the assignment is due you may fax to (269) 934-1505 or email to sundarams@lakemichigancollege.edu. The emailed assignment must be in plain text, RTF or MS Word format. Whether by fax or email, the assignment will then be due at 5pm the day prior to the stated due date.

The APA documentation style is required for all citations (Please review the guidelines in Publication manual of the American Psychological Association available at most libraries). 

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Assignment**
Term Paper / Presentation:

You will write a term paper (10-15 pages) and present it to the class. For this paper choose a city or other locality of interest – these to be on a first-come-first-serve basis so we hear about several different ones – research it, attend a council meeting, and interview several officials. Although such historical depth will not be necessary, Dahl’s Who Governs? may serve as a good model in profiling a local government. More details will be provided as the assignment deadline approaches.   

Assignments will not be accepted after the deadline.

All written assignments must be submitted in print form (no hand-written assignments). If you will be unable to attend the class when the assignment is due you may fax to (269) 934-1505 or email to sundarams@lakemichigancollege.edu. The emailed assignment must be in plain text, RTF or MS Word format. Whether by fax or email, the assignment will then be due at 5pm the day prior to the stated due date.

The APA documentation style is required for all citations (Please review the guidelines in Publication manual of the American Psychological Association available at most libraries). 

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Assignment**
Academic Honesty:

    Academic honesty is, or course, required. You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate Catalog pertaining to academic integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs where you will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment.

Tentative Schedule:

Part I: Participating in Urban Politics
Week 1: 

Course Intro


Urban Web: Ch 1, 3–11; Ch. 7, 131–138

Sec’y of State brochure

Week 2:

Community development & Economic development 

Urban Web: Ch 7, 141-161; Ch 17, 445-458

Week 3:

Week 4: 

Formal groups & structures 

Urban Web: Ch 6

Week 5: 

Who has power in urban politics? 


Urban Web: Ch. 8

Dahl Ch 1, 7-12, 15

Week 6: 

Power (cont.)

Short Paper #1 due
 

Part II: Origins of Today's Urban Challenges

Week 7: 

Immigration/migration; Economic dynamics: industrialization 


Origins of the Urban Crisis: Chs 1, 4

Week 8: 

Economic dynamics: deindustrialization 


Origins of the Urban Crisis: Chs 5, 6

Dahl Ch 21-25

Choose city and approach for term paper

DATES: Semester Break

Week 9: 

Neighborhood and housing dynamics: urban renewal & public housing 


Origins of the Urban Crisis: Chs 2, 3

Duany Ch 1, 4-5

Week 10: 

Neighborhood and housing dynamics: home ownership policy 


Origins of the Urban Crisis: Chs 7, 8, 9

Week 11: 

Housing market dynamics (cont); 

Duany Ch 6-7

Short paper #2 due
 

Part III: Current Issues in Urban Governance

Week 12: 

Metropolitan fragmentation and regional solutions 


Urban Web: Ch 11

Duany Ch 8

Orfield, “Conflict or Consensus?” http://www.brookings.edu/press/REVIEW/fa98/orfield1.pdf

Week 13: 

Metro fragmentation (cont); Municipal finance 

Urban Web: Ch 13

Term paper due

Week 14: 

City services; National urban policy 


Urban Web: Ch 14

Dahl 27-28

Presentations

Week 15: 

Presentations

Council Meeting

Films:

Roger and Me [Flint, MI]

Chinatown [Los Angeles, CA]

Bread and Roses [Los Angeles, CA]

Gangs of New York [New York, NY]

Supplementary Readings for short papers:
Bahl. 1980. The Impact of Local Tax Policy on Urban Economic Development
Baldassare. 1994. The Los Angeles Riots
Banfield and Wilson. 1965. City Politics
Birch. 1979. The Job Generation Process
Bridges. 1987. A City In The Republic.

Dahl. 2005.Who Governs (sections not assigned)

Downes. 1970. "A Critical Reexamination of the Social and Political Characteristics of 


Riot Cities" in Social Science Quarterly 51: 349-60.

Downs. 1970. Urban Problems And Prospects.

Downs. 1994. New Visions for Metropolitan America
Erie. 1988. Rainbow’s End.

Gilbert. 1996. The Mega-city in Latin America

Glazer and Moynihan. 1963. Beyond the Melting Pot.

Gordon. 1990. Green Cities.

Gosnell. 1967. Machine Politics: Chicago Model.

Gottdiener. 1985. The Social Production Of Urban Space.

Grogan and Proscio. 2000. Comeback Cities
Gurr And King. 1987. The State And The City.

Harrigan and Vogel. 2000. Political Change in the Metropolis (choose 1 of 5 parts)
Ianni. 1971. “The Mafia And The Web Of Kinship” in Public Interest 22

Karnig and Welch. 1980. Black Representation and Urban Policy
Levine. 1966. The Irish And Irish Politicians.

Lowi. 1964. At the Pleasure of the Mayor.

Lynd and Lynd. 1937. Middletown in Transition
Mandelbaum. 1955. Boss Tweed’s New York.

Mollenkopf. 1983. The Contested City.

O’Connor. 1956. The Last Hurrah.

Pagano and Bowman. 1994. "The State of American Federalism" in Publius
Peach, Robinson and Smith. 1981. Ethnic Segregation in Cities.

Peterson. 1981. City Limits.

Polsby. 1963. Community Power and Political Theory
Portes. 1989. The Informal Economy.

Rusk. 1995. Cities Without Suburbs.

Sassen. 2001. Cities In World Economy.

Sassen.2001. The Global City

Savitch. 1987. Post-Industrial Cities
Schlesinger. 1940. “City In American History” In Mississippi Valley Historical Review 


27
Scott. 1988. Metropolis. 

Smith. 1984. Cities In Transformation.

Tabb. 1970. The Political Economy Of The Black Ghetto.

US HUD. Most Recent. State of the Cities Report
Warner. 1968. The Private City.

Whyte. 1970. Street Corner Society.

Wilson. 1987. The Truly Disadvantaged. 

Wilson.1997. When Work Disappears
Wood. 1958. Suburbia
Yates. 1977. The Ungovernable City
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