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Lake Michigan College

Political Science 203:  International Relations

CRN: 20831

Winter 2006

Instructor:  

Sathyan Sundaram 

Office: 

C125b;  Dept. of Social Sciences

Office Hours:

By appointment (send email)

Telephone:

(269) 927-8100 (ext. 5001) 

Email:


sundarams@lakemichigancollege.edu [preferred means of contact]

Required Text:

Kegley, Charles and Eugene Wittkopf. 2005 World Politics: Trend and Transformation.  Belmont:  Wadsworth Publishing.  

Internet access and a BlackBoard account (http://blackboard.lakemichigancollege.edu).

Additional readings may be placed on reserve at the William Hessel Library.

Students are also expected to stay current with daily political and public policy news.

Course Description:

Relations of national states. Emphasis upon factors contributing to national power, instruments used by national states to promote own interest and methods used to control interstate relations such as international law, balance of power arrangements, pacific settlement of disputes and international organizations. (LMC Catalog, 2003-05, p. 194).

General Education Area(s) Met:

1.
Further development of communication skills, both verbally and in writing.

2.
Enhancement of critical thinking/ analytical skills.

3.
Further awareness of other cultures and societies.

4.
Greater understanding of technology.

Course Goals and Objectives:
1.  
To become familiarized with the historical development of the global system.

2.
To become better acquainted with the structural as well as functional aspects of global institutions.

3.
To become more familiarized with the issue  and controversies that have encircled these institutions.

4.  
To become an astute, civic-minded student of foreign and security affairs.   
Expected Student Outcome(s).

Lake Michigan College is interested in assessing student outcomes.  Besides using course grades, an analysis will periodically be conducted on questions that are specific to each test and are related to some of the more important objectives of the course.  Each student will be asked to fill out one or more questionnaires during the semester to help in this assessment.  These assessments are designed to help improve the teaching-learning process.

Instructional Methodology:

Most classes will include a lecture-discussion format.  Typically, there will be questions posed whereby students will be expected to answer with careful thought and analysis.  Presentations will mostly be done using a PowerPoint format.  Students will be expected to take notes from the slides, the discussions that encircle them, and anything else relevant (e.g., simulation exercises) that is utilized in class.  Students are expected to read assigned readings prior to their discussion in class.

Writing Across the Curriculum Strategy:

There will be ten current events assignments and one argumentative issue paper during the term.  Writing will also be included on the tests in the form of short-answer and essay questions.  The objective of WACS is to strengthen both the student's writing potential as well as his/ her analytical skills.  In this sense, grammar and sentence structure do count (in terms of the grade)

Course Grading Criteria and Requirements:
-- Midterm Examination

100 pts

-- Final Examination


150 pts.

-- Term Paper/Presentation

150 pts. 

-- Participation


100 pts.
--Total Points Available

500 pts. 



Extra credit may be available as announced in class up to a semester limit of 50 points in value. Extra credit is for those meeting minimal course objectives (3/4 attendance). 

Grading Scale:
A
100%
90%

B
  89%
80%

C
  79%
70%


D
  69%
60%

E
  59%
00% (
Examinations & Assignments:

1.  Examinations:  The exams may be composed of multiple choice, concept identification, short-answer, and essay.  Some latitude in terms of choice will be provided with respect to the short answer and essay questions. The material on each exam will cover the textbook as well as in-class discussion and lecture.  The student should realize that some material within the textbook will not be discussed in class;  however, the student is still expected to know all of the material The lowest midterm exam score will be excluded from the calculation of the course grade. Take-home exams will have some sections administered through Blackboard.  Examinations are to be taken on the dates scheduled.  Any make-up examinations must be taken at or prior to the subsequent class period.
2. Term Paper/Presentation
General Comments:

There are two parts to this assignment: a 10-page paper and a presentation of its findings to the class.


The paper should be written as a college-level, academic work reflecting upon well-scrutinized events and players related to the fields of international relations (international security, international political economy, foreign-policy decision making, international organizations).  As an academic work, be sure to define your terms clearly, specifically state your theses and place them within the context of the theoretical literature.

Recent events and crises will be very difficult to research, as many primary-source documents remain classified. Choose an event between 1648 and 1976 (more recent events may be approved if you can demonstrate feasibility).


Submit your paper in print form and also email it to sundarams@lakemichigancollege.edu  You must do both to receive credit.

The APA documentation style is required for all citations (Please review the guidelines in Publication manual of the American Psychological Association available at the William Hessel Library). 

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Assignment**

For the presentation, prepare a talk of about 20 minutes explaining what you had set out to do and what was accomplished. While not required, you are encouraged to utilize audio-visual materials where appropriate. Expect up to 10 minutes of questions and discussion drawing upon your presentation. 

Types of papers:

1. Hypothesis testing

Choose a hypothesis based upon a major theoretical approach. Operationalize the hypothesis in detail. Empirically test it on a case other than that for which it was postulated. Address issues of scope, generalizability and what modifications the hypothesis needs to be useful.

2. Explaining an event

Choose a well-document historical event. Describe how at least three scholars from at least two different theoretical traditions would explain this event. How does this event help our understanding of IR theory? How well does IR theory explain events?

3. Criticism of an approach

Write a detailed critique of a major approach to the study of global politics. How can we improve our understanding? Go beyond counter-examples to the underlying logical shortcomings. 

4. Foreign policy advice

You are Dean Acheson advising Harry Truman as America’s post-WWII Unipolar Moment gives way to Cold War bipolarity. Based upon your training in IR scholarship (and 20/20) hindsight, what advice can you offer on the series of crises: Berlin Blockade, Communist Electoral Strength in Western Europe, Greek Civil War, British Withdrawal from the Near East, Mao’s Victory in China, Soviet Atomic Bomb, North Korea’s Invasion of the South.

5. Modeling of behavior

This assignment would require extensive mathematical and computer-programming skills that will not be provided by PSC 203.

Read: "Modeling Foreign Policy Decision Making as Knowledge-Based Reasoning," (By D.A. Sylvan, A. Goel, and B. Chandrasekaran), in Valerie Hudson, Ed., Artificial Intelligence and International Politics, Westview Press, 1991.

Choose a historical episode. Write a narrative explaining what you have done. Provide source code and a version compiled for Windows.

6. Players (institutions) in global politics

Profile a major institution in the global community. How does it fit into the theoretical literature? Does it play an independent role? Is it historically contingent? 

7. Detailed research proposal

Your idea is much too complicated and/or expensive to complete this semester. 

What are we going to learn as the result of the proposed project that we do not know now? Why is it worth knowing? How will we know that the conclusions are valid? Establish the context. Describe your methodology. Specifically construct a scientific experiment.

3.  Participation:  Each student will be expected to be present in class, to remain current with reading assignments, and to be ready for discussion of those assignments on the first day they are due.  
Make-Up Policy:

Refer to the previous section -- "Examinations and Assignments."  

Attendance Policy:

Please see the college catalog for details.  Students are expected to attend every class and laboratory period for which they have registered.  If a student drops this or any other course, he/ she must complete the proper paperwork to avoid getting a failing grade.  Mindful of the diverse student body that Lake Michigan College serves, and the varied belief systems that its students represent, the College will make a reasonable effort to accommodate students who need to be excused from classes for the observance of religious holidays.  This policy does not apply to students who knowingly register for classes scheduled to meet on days that consistently conflict with their day of worship (e.g., a student who signs up for Saturday classes when the student normally worships on Saturday).

Withdrawal Policy:

Please see the college catalog for details.  Students who have withdrawn from a class through the 12th week of the semester (fifth week, for spring and summer semesters), using an official Drop/ Add form, will be assigned a grade "W."  

Academic Honesty:

Please see the college catalog for details.  "Cheating and plagiarism are the two most obvious violations of academic honesty.  In brief, plagiarism is borrowing ideas, words, organization, etc., from another source or person and claming them as original.  Such activity [will] result in failure of a specific assignment, an entire course, or, if flagrant, dismissal from Lake Michigan College" (LMC Catalog, 2005-07, p. 147).  Students are expected to do their own work;  nothing else will be tolerated.  
**All Assignments and Papers are Due on the Date Indicated**

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Course**

Tentative Lecture Schedule (*Subject to Change as Conditions Warrant*):

Required readings appear in brackets and should be completed by the time the related lecture is given.

Week 1 

Intro / A Very Brief Primer on Political Theory [1:2-13]

Week 2

Nations, States and the State System

Week 3 

Nations, States and the State System

Levels of Analysis [1:14-22]

Week 4 

Levels of Analysis [1:14-22]

FPDM / Agent v. Structure Debate [3:69-77]

Political Psychology [3:86-91]

Statecraft [12:473-95]

Week 5

Levels of Analysis [1:14-22]

The Democratic Peace [14:564-7]

Week 6

Levels of Analysis [1:14-22]

Measuring Capabilities [3:58-68]

Security Dilemma [12:441-66]

Balance of Power [13:501-7]

Neorealism [2:35-9]

Week 7

Midterm

International Society [2:29-32]

Week 8

Realpolitik [2:26-9]

Balance of Power [13:501-7]

Classical Realism According to Morganthau [2:33-8]

Week 9 

Neo-Liberal Institutionalism [2:40-5]

Cold War: MAD Deterrence [Dr. Strangelove] 

SPRING BREAK

Week 10

Neorealism [2:35-9]

Constructivism

Week 11

Essence of Decision [3:78-85; 13 Days]

International Political Economy [9:300-44] 

Hegemonic Stability Theory [14:547-63]

The Bretton Woods System [9:325-8]

The North-South Divide [5:144-64; recommended: Life and Debt]

Week 12

Regimes [14:528-47]

The League of Nations [http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/leagcov.htm]

The United Nations [6:168-86 and skim

 http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/un/unchart.htm]

Human Rights [7:219-56] 

Regional IGOs [6:187-93]

Transnational Society and NGOs [6:194-215]

 The Global Commons [10:348-94]

Week 13

Post Cold War [4:119-27; 11:398-426]

Nuclear Proliferation [12: 467-73; Singh: “Against Nuclear Apartheid”]

Re-colonization and Globalization [8:260-97]

Terrorism [11:427-38]

Critical Questions [15:572-93]

Final Exam

Week 14

Paper Due

Presentations

Week 15

Presentations

Exam Dates:

Midterm*: 2/21

Final: 4/13

*covers the topics of weeks 1-5

Paper Due: 4/18

