
Sundaram POSC202 – Intro. To Comparative Politics – Syllabus 



Lake Michigan College

Political Science 202:  Comparative Politics

Winter 2007

Instructor:  

Sathyan Sundaram 

Mailbox: 

C-122;  Dept. of Social Sciences

Office Hours:

by appointment

Telephone:

(269) 927-8100 (ext. 5001) 

Email:


sundarams@lakemichigancollege.edu [preferred] 

Required Text:

Diamond, Larry. The Global Divergence of Democracies. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 

2001. (ISBN: 0-80-186842-4) [D]

Huntington, Samuel. The Third Wave. Norman, OK: Univ. Oklahoma Press,  1993. 

(ISBN: 0-80-612516-0)[H]

Internet access and a BlackBoard account.

Additional readings may be placed on reserve at the William Hessel Library.

Students are also expected to stay current with daily political and public policy news.

Recommended: 

Annual Editions: Comparative Politics: 05/06. NY: McGraw-Hill, 2006. (ISBN: 0-07-312385-4) [AE]

Allen, John L. Student Atlas of World Politics. NY: McGraw-Hill, 2006. (ISBN 0-07-352773-4)

Course Description:

Local government, political policies, constitutions, and executive, legislative, and judicial branches of central governments.  (LMC Catalog).

Course Objectives:
1.  To become familiarized with the historical development of nations and states.

2.  To become better acquainted with the structural and  functional aspects of governmental  

institutions  (i.e., parliaments, ministries, courts, parties, and bureaucracy, etc.).


3.  To become more familiarized with the controversies that have encircled the development of such 

institutions (e.g., federalism, civil liberties, property rights, budgeting, religion, democracy, 

war, colonialism, and so on).  

4.  To become an astute, civic-minded student of government.   

Expected Student Outcome(s).

Lake Michigan College is interested in assessing student outcomes.  Besides using course grades, an analysis will periodically be conducted on questions that are specific to each test and are related to some of the more important objectives of the course.  Each student will be asked to fill out one or more questionnaires during the semester to help in this assessment.  These assessments are designed to help improve the teaching-learning process.

Course Requirements:
--Midterm Examination


100 pts.  

--State Profile



50 pts.

--Term paper/presentation


200 pts. 

--Attendance and Participation

100 pts.

--Non-cumulative Quiz


30 pts.
--Current events



20 pts.

--Total Points Available


500 pts. 



* Extra credit may be available as announced in class up to 50 points in value.




Grading Scale:
A
100%
90%

B
  89%
80%

C
  79%
70%


D
  69%
60%

E
  59%
00% 

Examinations & Assignments:

1.  Examinations (1):  There will be one examination for this course.  It may be composed of multiple choice, short answer and/or essay.  Some latitude in terms of choice will be provided with respect to the essay questions. The  examination must  be taken on the date scheduled:

Midterm: 3/8

2. Term paper/presentation:  A 7-10 page paper.  Students will briefly present to the class and address questions. See below  for more details.

The APA documentation style is required for all citations (Please review the guidelines in Publication manual of the American Psychological Association available at the William Hessel Library). 

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Assignment**

Paper Due: 4/17

Presentations during final two weeks
3.  Attendance and Participation:  Each student will be expected to be present in class, to remain current with reading assignments, and to be ready for discussion of those assignments on the first day they are due.  

4.  Current Events (2): Students are expected to stay up to date with current events involving foreign states. Two times this semester, each student is to submit a one page summary and critique of an article relating to the broad issues of governance discussed in class. On the day submitted, the student will be asked to discuss the article with the class. 

If able, students are encouraged to read non-English news sources but the paper must be submitted in English.

No late current events assignments will be accepted. 

This will be graded credit/no credit.

Due:  3/1

5. State profile: A brief description of a state other than those covered in class. (See handout)

Due:  4/17

6. Non-cumulative Quiz: This quiz covers material relating to specific states covered after the midterm. Questions will be short answers with some degree of choice.
The quiz must be taken on the date scheduled: 4/19

Make-Up Policy:

Refer to the previous section -- "Examinations and Assignments."  

Attendance Policy:

Please see the college catalog for details.  Students are expected to attend every class and laboratory period for which they have registered.  If a student drops this or any other course, he/ she must complete the proper paperwork to avoid getting a failing grade.  Mindful of the diverse student body that Lake Michigan College serves, and the varied belief systems that its students represent, the College will make a reasonable effort to accommodate students who need to be excused from classes for the observance of religious holidays.  This policy does not apply to students who knowingly register for classes scheduled to meet on days that consistently conflict with their day of worship (e.g., a student who signs up for Saturday classes when the student normally worships on Saturday).

Withdrawal Policy:

Please see the college catalog for details.  Students who have withdrawn from a class through the 12th week of the semester (fifth week, for spring and summer semesters), using an official Drop/ Add form, will be assigned a grade "W."  

Academic Honesty:

Please see the college catalog for details.  "The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of teachers and scholars.  Lake Michigan College expects that both faculty and students will honor these principles and in doing so protect the integrity of College grades.  This means that all academic work will be done by the student to whom it is assigned without giving or receiving unauthorized aid of any kind.  Instructors will exercise care in the planning and supervision of academic work so that honest effort will be positively encouraged.  Cheating and plagiarism are the two most obvious violations of academic honesty.  In brief, plagiarism is borrowing ideas, words, organization, etc. from another source or person and claiming them as original.   

Any dishonest activity may result in failure of specific assignments or an entire course. Flagrant and/or repeated violations of Academic Honesty will result in disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Lake Michigan College." 

Students are expected to do their own work;  nothing else will be tolerated.  
**All Assignments and Papers are Due on the Date Indicated**

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Assignment**

Tentative Lecture Schedule (*Subject to Change as Conditions Warrant*):

Required readings appear in brackets and should be completed by the time the related lecture is given.

Week 1 

Course Introduction 

A Research Example: Environmental Explanations

Week 2-3
Nations, States and Autonomy  [D: Ch 1, 3, 4, 7]

Week 4
Democracy and Regimes  [H: Ch 1-2; D: Ch 20, 25, 26]

Week 5
Democratic Transitions and Consolidation [H: Ch 3-4; D: Ch 5, 8]

Week 6

Democratic Institutions [H: Ch 5-6; D: Ch 12, 15, 19]

Week 7 

Interest Groups and Parties  [D: Ch 14-16]

Week 8
Political Economy, Budgeting and Public Policy  [D: Ch 13, 17, 18]

Week 9
The USA in Brief 

Midterm Examination

Week 10

Britain 

Week 11

Germany 

Week 12

India 

Week 13

Paper Due

Iran 

Quiz

Week 14-15 

Presentations
News Sources

In English unless noted

USA (with good foreign coverage)

*Christian Science Monitor - http://www.csmonitor.com/

*CNN – http://cnn.com

*International Herald Tribune - http://www.iht.com/

*National Public Radio (WVPE 88.1 FM)

*New York Times – http://www.nytimes.com

Britain

*BBC – http://news.bbc.co.uk 

*The Economist
*The Guardian (left-wing) – http://www.guardian.co.uk/

*The Independent (centrist) - http://www.independent.co.uk/

*The Scotsman - http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/

*The Times (right-wing) - http://www.timesonline.co.uk/ 

Germany

*Der Spiegel - http://www.spiegel.de/ [German]

*Deutsche Welle - http://www.dw-world.de/

*Die Welt (right-wing) - http://www.welt.de/ [German]

*Germany Times - http://www.germantimes.com/

*Süddeutsche Zeitung (left-wing) - http://www.sueddeutsche.de/ [German]

India

*Hindustan Times - http://www.hindustantimes.com/

*Indian Express - http://www.expressindia.com/

*Samachar - http://www.samachar.com/

*The Hindu - http://www.hinduonnet.com/

*Times of India - http://www.timesofindia.com/

Iran

*Islamic Republic News Agency - http://www.irna.com/

*Iran Press Service - http://www.iran-press-service.com/index.shtml

*Tehran Times - http://www.tehrantimes.com/

*Iranian Students News Agency - http://www.isna.ir/Main/ [Farsi]

*IRIB TV - http://www.irna.com/tv/index.html [Farsi]

Supplementary Readings (Extra Credit)

For 25 pts extra credit, write a five-page critical review on one of these classics of comparative politics. Due the end of week ten.

Allison, Graham. Essence of Decision. (1971)

Almond, Gabriel and Sidney Verba. The Civic Culture. (1965)

Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities. (1991)

Arendt, Hannah. Totalitarianism. (1968)

Aristotle. Politics.  (350 BCE)

Bendix, Richard. Nation-Building and Citizenship. (1965)

Bose, Sugata. Nationalism, Democracy and Development. (1997)

Cassels, Alan. Fascism. (1985)

Chhibber, Pradeep. Democracy without Associations. (1999)

Chomin, Nakae. A Discourse by Three Drunkards on Government. (1887)

Dahl, Robert. On Democracy. (1998)

Dahl, Robert. Polyarchy. (1972)

Deutsch, Karl. Nationalism and Social Communication. (1953)

Diamond, Jared. Guns, Germs and Steel. (1997)

Diamond, Larry. Political Culture and Democracy in Developing Countries. (1993)

Downs, Anthony. An Economic Theory of Democracy. (1957)

Duverger, Maurice. Political Parties. (1954)

Emerson, Rupert. From Empire to Nation. (1960)

Frieden, Jeffrey. Debt, Development and Democracy. (1991)

Gramsci, Antonio. Prison Notebooks. (1947)

Hobbes, Thomas. Leviathan. (1651)

Hobsbawm, E.J. Nations and Nationalism since 1780. (1990)

Huntington, Samuel. Political Order in Changing Societies. (1968)

Huntington, Samuel. The Third Wave. (1991)

Iyengar, Shanto and Donald Kinder. News That Matters. (1987)

Kennedy, Paul. The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers. (1987)

Kuran, Timur. (The Tipping Point) “Now or Never.” In World Politics. (1991)

Lerner, Daniel. The Passing of Traditional Society. (1958)

Lijphart, Arend. The Politics of Accommodation. (1968)

Lindblom, Charles. Politics and Markets. (1977)

Linz, Juan and Alfred Stepan. The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes. (1978)

Lipset, Seymour and Stein Rokkan. Party Systems and Voter Alignments. (1967)

Mair, Peter. The West European Party System. (1990)

Machiavelli, Niccolo. The Prince and Other Discourses (1513)

Marx, Karl. Das Kapital. (1867)

Michels, Robert. Political Parties. (1915)

Moore, Barrington. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.(1966)

Norlinger, Eric. Soldiers in Politics. (1976)

O’Donnell, Guillermo. Modernization and Bureaucratic Authoritarianism. (1973)

Olson, Mancur. The Logic of Collective Action. (1965)

Orwell, George. Nineteen Eighty-four. (1949)

Ostrogorski, Mosei. Democracy and the Organization of Political Parties. (1902)

Page, Benjamin. Who gets what from government. (1983)

Powell, G. Bingham. Contemporary Democracies. (1982)

Przeworski, Adam. Democracy and Development. (2000)

Putnam, Robert. Making Democracy Work. (1995)

Rae, Douglas. Political Consequences of Electoral Laws. (1971)

Rawls, John. A Theory of Justice. (1971)

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. The Social Contract. (1762)

Schumpeter, Joseph. Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy. (1942)

Shively, W. Phillips. Power and Choice. (1997)

Skocpol, Theda. States and Social Revolutions. (1979)

Smith, Adam. The Wealth of Nations. (1776)

Van De Walle, Nicolas. African Economies and the Politics of Permanent Crisis (2001)

Wallerstein, Immanuel. The Capitalist World Economy. (1979)

Some of these may not be available in the LMC Library. If you need to use Inter-Library Loan, please plan ahead so that you have sufficient time to write your review.

Topics for Term Paper
In order to gather information to write your term paper, you should use the material covered in

class sessions as well as the appropriate assigned readings. Moreover, you might want to

consider doing some additional readings and researching further resources. To that end, the

references, bibliographies and websites listed at the end of the relevant textbook sections provide

an excellent collection of resources. 

For your term paper, you may  select one of the following topics.

(1) A group of LMC  students is going to participate in a model UN conference in Switzerland.

Each student represents one ‘real’ country in a model session of the UN General Assembly.

Being a good friend of one of these students, you want to help him prepare for this event by

providing him with a concise briefing about how ‘his’ country differs from the United States.

Pick any* country that you like and write a paper that introduces your friend to some of the

most important political differences between the US and ‘his’ country.

How can you characterize the political regime of this country and how is it different from the

one present in the US? Which are the most important political institutions of this country and

how do they differ from those of the US? Which political parties are active in this country, and

how are these parties and the party system different from the United States? Which were the

most important events in the history of this country? Have the US had similar historical

events? What is the single most interesting thing that strikes you as being completely

different in this country when compared to the US? (You can focus on a selection of these

issues, discuss all of them more briefly or deal with other important issues not mentioned in

this list).

(2) After having received your degree, you want to apply for a job as a political consultant.

The company you apply to wants to find out more about your analytical skills and asks you to

send them a case study analyzing an important political event. Pick any major political event

in a country of your choice that has occurred in the past two years (an important election, a

regime change, a war, the formation of a new party, a coup etc. etc.) and explain the reasons

for why it has occurred.

Some guiding questions that might help you in designing your paper: Which historical

developments have influenced this event? Which political actors (parties, interest groups,

political leaders, the citizenry etc.) were involved in it and how did they make it happen? Why

did the event happen in one country but not in other similar countries?

(3) It is the year 2016. You are on the advisory board of the constitution drafting committee of a

country that recently got rid of its non-democratic regime and now wants to establish a

democratic form of governance. You are asked to write a briefing to your colleagues about

the possible choices that can be made for the democratic institutions to be established in this

country. Pick any country that currently is still non-democratic and write a paper about the

available institutional choices and a recommendation as to which ones you think are

preferable for this country.

A suggestion for how to structure your argument. (1) Outline the available options that this

country has in terms of electoral systems, in terms of being presidential or parliamentary,

federal or centralized, majoritarian or consensual etc. (2) Then, outline some of the relevant

characteristics of your country or one that you think is most relevant for the design of its

institutions (social cleavages, economic development, character of political leaders, political

culture of its citizens etc. etc.) (3) Based on the available options and the characteristics of

your country, which recommendations do you make to your colleagues as to which

institutional choices your country should make?

*Other than USA, UK, India, Germany or Iran.
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