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Lake Michigan College

Political Science 101:  National Government

CRN: 20084

Winter 2006

Instructor:  

Sathyan Sundaram 

Office: 

C125b;  Dept. of Social Sciences

Office Hours:

By appointment (send email)

Q/ R Sessions:
F:

11:15 am 
12:00 pm

Telephone:

(269) 927-8100 (ext. 5001) 

Email:


sundarams@lakemichigancollege.edu [preferred means of contact]

Required Text:

Bardes, Barbara, Mack Shelley, & Steffan Schmidt.  2004-05.  American Government and Politics Today:  The Essentials (11th Edition).  Belmont:  Thomson/ Wadsworth Publishing.  

Internet access and a BlackBoard account (http://blackboard.lakemichigancollege.edu).

Additional readings are placed on reserve at the William Hessel Library.

Students are also expected to stay current with daily political and public policy news.

Course Description:

Structure and operation of national government;  meaning and practice of democracy, power relationships, civil rights and liberties, and American method of conducting elections.  Role of citizens and their choices (LMC Catalog, 2003-05, p. 194).

General Education Area(s) Met:

1.
Further development of communication skills, both verbally and in writing.

2.
Enhancement of critical thinking/ analytical skills.

3.
Further awareness of other cultures and societies.

4.
Greater understanding of technology.

Course Goals and Objectives:
1.  
To become familiarized with the historical development of the American government.

2.
To become better acquainted with the structural as well as functional aspects of American institutions.

3.
To become more familiarized with the cases and controversies that have encircled these institutions.

4.  
To become an astute, civic-minded student of American government.   
Expected Student Outcome(s).

Lake Michigan College is interested in assessing student outcomes.  Besides using course grades, an analysis will periodically be conducted on questions that are specific to each test and are related to some of the more important objectives of the course.  Each student will be asked to fill out one or more questionnaires during the semester to help in this assessment.  These assessments are designed to help improve the teaching-learning process.

Instructional Methodology:

Most classes will include a lecture-discussion format.  Typically, there will be questions posed whereby students will be expected to answer with careful thought and analysis.  Presentations will mostly be done using a PowerPoint format.  Students will be expected to take notes from the slides, the discussions that encircle them, and anything else relevant (e.g., simulation exercises) that is utilized in class.  Students are expected to read assigned readings prior to their discussion in class.

Writing Across the Curriculum Strategy:

Writing will be included on the tests in the form of short-answer and/or essay questions.  The objective of WACS is to strengthen both the student's writing potential as well as his/ her analytical skills.  In this sense, grammar and sentence structure do count (in terms of the grade)

Course Grading Criteria and Requirements:
--Three Midterm Examinations

300 pts*

--Cumulative Final Examination

200 pts.

--Take Home Essays



100 pts. 

-- Participation



100 pts.
--Total Points Available


700 pts. 



Extra credit may be available as announced in class up to a semester limit of 50 points in value. Extra credit is for those meeting minimal course objectives (3/4 attendance and missing no more than one exam and one essay). 

* The lowest of the midterms will be dropped.

Grading Scale:
700-630
A
100%
90%

629-560
B
  89%
80%

559-490
C
  79%
70%


489-420
D
  69%
60%

419-000
E
  59%
00% (
Examinations & Assignments:

1.  Examinations:  There will be four examinations for this course--three midterms and a cumulative final.    These exams may be composed of multiple choice, concept identification, short-answer, and essay.  Some latitude in terms of choice will be provided with respect to the short answer and essay questions. The material on each exam will cover the textbook as well as in-class discussion and lecture.  The student should realize that some material within the textbook will not be discussed in class;  however, the student is still expected to know all of the material The lowest midterm exam score will be excluded from the calculation of the course grade. Take-home exams will have some sections administered through Blackboard.  Examinations are to be taken on the dates scheduled.  Any make-up examinations must be taken at or prior to the subsequent class period.
2. Take Home Essays (5) 

See below.

3.  Participation:  Each student will be expected to be present in class, to remain current with reading assignments, and to be ready for discussion of those assignments on the first day they are due.  
Make-Up Policy:

Refer to the previous section -- "Examinations and Assignments."  

Attendance Policy:

Please see the college catalog for details.  Students are expected to attend every class and laboratory period for which they have registered.  If a student drops this or any other course, he/ she must complete the proper paperwork to avoid getting a failing grade.  Mindful of the diverse student body that Lake Michigan College serves, and the varied belief systems that its students represent, the College will make a reasonable effort to accommodate students who need to be excused from classes for the observance of religious holidays.  This policy does not apply to students who knowingly register for classes scheduled to meet on days that consistently conflict with their day of worship (e.g., a student who signs up for Saturday classes when the student normally worships on Saturday).

Withdrawal Policy:

Please see the college catalog for details.  Students who have withdrawn from a class through the 12th week of the semester (fifth week, for spring and summer semesters), using an official Drop/ Add form, will be assigned a grade "W."  

Academic Honesty:

Please see the college catalog for details.  "Cheating and plagiarism are the two most obvious violations of academic honesty.  In brief, plagiarism is borrowing ideas, words, organization, etc., from another source or person and claming them as original.  Such activity [will] result in failure of a specific assignment, an entire course, or, if flagrant, dismissal from Lake Michigan College" (LMC Catalog, 2005-07, p. 147).  Students are expected to do their own work;  nothing else will be tolerated.  
**All Assignments and Papers are Due on the Date Indicated**

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Course**

Tentative Lecture Schedule (*Subject to Change as Conditions Warrant*):

Required readings appear in brackets and should be completed by the time the related lecture is given.

Week 1 

Course Introduction

Politics, Regimes and Democracy [Ch. 1]

Week 2

Constitution: History [Ch. 2] 

Constitution: Federalism [Ch. 3, Appendix D: 531-3]

Week 3 

Constitution: Checks and Balances [Ch. 2, Appendix D: 533-6]  

Constitution: Bill of Rights and Other Amendments [Ch. 2]

Essay #1 due

Week 4 

Review; Midterm #1

Week 5

Congress [Ch. 10]

Week 6

Congressional Simulation [handout] 

Public Opinion, the Media and Social Capital [Ch. 6; Delli Carpini & Keeter. 1996. pg 62-104; Putnam. 1995. PS 664-683]

Essay #2 due

Week 7

Interest Groups [Ch. 7; Plotkin & Scheuerman. 1994. pg 9-33]

Parties [Ch. 8, Appendix D: 527-30]

Week 8

Campaigns and Elections [Ch. 9; Rosenstone & Wolfinger. 1978. APSR pg 22-45]

Review

Week 9

Midterm #2

Presidency [Ch. 11]

Essay #3 due

Week 10

Presidency [Ch. 11]

Bureaucracy [Ch. 12; “Is the bureaucracy inefficient?” in Levine. 1989. Point Counterpoint. pg 225-241.]

Week 11

Budgeting and Public Policy [Ch. 14]

Foreign and Security Policy [Ch. 15]

Week 12

Review

Midterm #3

Essay #4 due

Week 13

Judiciary [Ch. 13; Ducat and Chase. 1992. Constitutional Interpretation. pg 1092-1104]

Week 14

Civil Liberties [Ch. 4]

Civil Rights [Ch. 5]

Week 15

Essay #5 due (first class of the week)

Review

Cumulative Final Exam

Exam Due Dates

Midterm #1 – 2/10

Midterm #2 – 3/24

Midterm #3 – 4/17

Final – 5/5

No extra credit will be accepted after 4/26

National Government Essay Assignments

	Essay No.
	Due Date (class time)

	1
	2/3

	2
	2/24

	3
	3/24

	4
	4/14

	5
	5/1


Choose one question for each 250-300 word essay. (Five essays over the course of the semester) The essay is due by the date listed above in the class session or in the instructor’s mailbox – C-124. Students are advised to think critically and integrate current event readings where appropriate. 

Students wishing to write on other, but related, topics must clear the suggested topic with the instructor prior to submission.

Assignments will not be accepted after the deadline.

All written assignments must be submitted in print form (no hand-written assignments). If you will be unable to attend the class when the assignment is due you may fax to (269) 927-8619 or email to sundarams@lakemichigancollege.edu. The emailed assignment must be in plain text, RTF or MS Word format. Whether by fax or email, the assignment will then be due at 5pm the day prior to the stated due date.

The APA documentation style is required for all citations (Please review the guidelines in Publication manual of the American Psychological Association available at the William Hessel Library). 

Summary: http://lakemichigancollege.edu/lib/help/elec_citation.html 

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Assignment**
National Government Essay Questions

ESSAY #1:

Intro

1. Lasswell defines politics as “who gets what, when and how”. Describe how you might consider a real political struggle in this manner.

2. Compare and contrast direct and representative democracy. Identify appropriate situations for each (if any).

3. Consider the skepticism towards mass politics held by the “founding fathers”. Do you agree or disagree with them?

Politics, Regimes and Democracy
4. Of order, freedom and equality, which do you think is most important? How should these objectives be balanced?

5. Given some of the trends highlighted in Chapter 1, what do you think the American political scene will look like in 20 years? Will it be any different?

6. Imagine yourself the leader of a nascent sovereign state, what regime type and institutions would you choose for your country? What characteristics of your state would influence the decision?

Constitutional History
7. Read the Declaration of Independence (Appendix A). Choose five criticisms of British rule in the Declaration and explain how the Constitution addressed them if it did.

8. Choose one of the 12 represented states. Had you been a delegate from that state, how would you have voted on the compromises identified (pg. 44-46)? Why?

9. Is the Constitution a social contract? Why or why not?

Federalism

10. Compare the Unitary, Confederal and Federal forms. Under what circumstances (if any) may each be preferable.

11. Education has typically been a state and local domain. How does “No Child Left Behind” affect this (if it does)? (The Act has been covered in recent news reporting.)

12. Describe the Supreme Court’s role in defining powers in American federalism over time. Which way has it been leaning recently?

ESSAY #2:

Checks and Balances
1.Describe the concept of checks and balances and explain why the founding fathers included it in the US Constitution.

2.In practice, is one branch more powerful than another? If so, which is it? How did you reach that conclusion? If not, how has the balance been maintained?

3.Pick a clause of the Constitution that you consider too vaguely worded. Explain what it means. How would you have worded it with more clarity?

Amendments
4.Explain how the Bill of Rights reflects the founders concerns with natural rights, specifically those rights mentioned in the Declaration of Independence.

5.Compare the American and English Bills of Rights. What rights appear in only one and not the other? Speculate as to the reasons.

6.Describe the methods of amending the Constitution. Which has been used most often? 

Congress
7. If you have ever asked a Member of Congress for a constituent service, please describe. What was the problem? What agencies were involved? How was it resolved?

8. What are the major functions of Congress? Which are most important?

9. In the 1994 Contract, Congressional term limits were to be introduced. Speculate on the impact of such a measure.

10. Compare are contrast the operations of the House and Senate.

11. Choose a recent bill. Briefly chart out the process it took to become law.

ESSAY #3:

Public Opinion
1.How does public opinion have an impact on policy making? Cite several examples.

2.Compare early opinion polls to current opinion polls and explain why scientific current opinion polls are more accurate.

3.Assume you are mayor of a large city. Explain how you could attempt to make decisions that would accurately reflect the views of citizens of the city. What techniques would be used?

Interest Groups
4.How has technology changed the methods used by interest groups?

5.Describe the tactics, both direct and indirect, the interest groups use to influence policy. Which tactics are the most effective?

6.How do interest groups influence the behavior of legislators through their rating systems?

Parties
7.Describe the functions performed by political parties and how these have evolved over time.

8.List and discuss the major reasons for a two-party system in the United States.

9.How did patronage help the political parties in the United States historically? Where was it most used?

Campaigns and Elections
10. A number of countries, such as the UK, prohibit the purchase of television time by parties and candidates. Instead free airtime is provided. Do you favor this policy? Why or why not?

11. Identify several reasons for low voter turnout. What could be done to increase conventional political participation?

12. Despite sometimes receiving a proportion of popular votes in the double digits, third parties have failed to win the White House in the 20th century. Identify structural reasons for this.

ESSAY #4:

Presidency

1. What is the Cabinet? How have Presidents used it? Why?

2. How have the role and power of the Presidency expanded over time? Give some historical examples.

3. What is the difference between Head of State and Head of Government? Are these roles important?

4. Who were the five greatest (or worst) presidents? Why?

Bureaucracy

5.Discuss any one of the following bureaucratic reforms: sunset laws, privatization, efficiency/productivity incentives (the Government Performance and Results Act of 1997), the Whistle-Blower Protection Act and the OSC, and the False Claims Act of 1986 

6.A recent trend in the federal government has been deregulation within the transportation and communications industries. State some of the arguments offered and the expected impact of deregulation. In your opinion, is this a positive development?

7.Describe the four different types of bureaucracy. What are some differences amongst them?

Public Policy

8. Read page 494 and answer the question posed regarding social security privatization.

9. What have been some major obstacles to environmental regulation?

10. Describe the differences between fiscal and monetary policy. How would you use each to combat a situation of 11% unemployment, 9% inflation and 18% interest rates? Why?

Foreign Policy

11. Explain what powers the President can use when he is developing foreign policy.

12. Consider the major foreign policy themes of US history as well as the moral idealism versus classical realism debate. Describe how either the War on Terrorism or Operation Iraqi Freedom fits the discussion (or does not).

13. Discuss the War Powers Resolution.

14. Select a recent news story relating to foreign policy. Describe what the foreign policy decision-making process might be for this issue. Who are the players? What precedents are raised?

ESSAY #5:

Courts

1. State the arguments for judicial activism and judicial restraint. In your opinion, how should justices behave?

2. Federal judges are appointed; state judges are elected. What are the pros and cons for each approach? Which produces better justice?

3. Describe Marbury v. Madison. Why was it important?

4. Choose a case heard and decided by the Supreme Court in the last year (http://www.oyez.org or http://www.supremecourtus.gov ). Describe the question and the arguments. How did the Court rule? Was it the right decision?

Civil Liberties

5. Describe Miranda v. Arizona. Why is it important? What protections were affirmed? 

6. Describe the different kinds of speech the Supreme Court has identified. What are the rule regarding each type?

7. Does LMC place any restrictions on speech on campus (“speech codes”)? Does LMC set guidelines for the speakers it funds? Should it? Why or why not? Consider college policy in light of the discussion in this chapter.

Civil Rights
8. Explain what impact the case of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka had on education in the United States and what new issues it created.

9. Why was the Equal Rights Amendment defeated?

10. Explain the controversy over Bilingual education programs


