Course Proposal

Political Science 2XX: Seminar in Political Science: Political Theory

Suggested Texts:

Ball and Dagger. Ideals and Ideologies.

Rossiter, ed. The Federalist Papers.

Joseph Schumpter. Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy.

Course Pack

PreRequisites: E, R, M; POSC 101, 202, or 203 or instructor’s permission; English 101

Course Description:

Examines classic and current views on the nature of authority, liberty, and justice. Particular attention is paid to the American experience.
General Education Area(s) Met:

1.
Further development of communication skills, both verbally and in writing.

2.
Enhancement of critical thinking/ analytical skills.

3.
Further awareness of other cultures and societies.

4.
Greater understanding of technology.

Course Goals and Objectives:
1.  
To become familiarized with the historical development of western political theory.

2.
To become better acquainted with the underlying assumptions made about human behavior.

3.
To become more familiarized with the controversies that have encircled these approaches.

4.  
To become understand the relationships amongst theory, ideology and policy.   
Expected Student Outcome(s).

Lake Michigan College is interested in assessing student outcomes.  Besides using course grades, an analysis will periodically be conducted on questions that are specific to each test and are related to some of the more important objectives of the course.  Each student will be asked to fill out one or more questionnaires during the semester to help in this assessment.  These assessments are designed to help improve the teaching-learning process.

Instructional Methodology:

Most classes will include a lecture-viewing-discussion format.  Typically, there will be questions posed whereby students will be expected to answer with careful thought and analysis.  Presentations will mostly be done using a PowerPoint format.  Students will be expected to take notes from the slides, the discussions that encircle them, and anything else relevant (e.g., videos) that is utilized in class.  Students are expected to read assigned readings prior to their discussion in class.

Writing Across the Curriculum Strategy:

There will be writing assignments during the term.  The objective of WACS is to strengthen both the student's writing potential as well as his/ her analytical skills.  In this sense, grammar and sentence structure do count (in terms of the grade)

Course Grading Criteria and Requirements:
--Participation



100 pts

--Critical Reaction Papers (2)

100 pts

--Term Paper/Presentation

200 pts

--Total Points Available

400 pts. 



Extra credit may be available as announced in class up to a semester limit of 30 points in value. Extra credit is for those meeting minimal course objectives (3/4 attendance and missing no more than one paper). 

Participation:  Each student will be expected to be present in class, to remain current with reading assignments, and to be ready for discussion of those assignments on the first day they are due.  Points are granted for participating consistently, extensively and substantively in class discussion, not for mere attendance.
 Students, from time to time, will be asked to lead the discussion on certain topics/readings.

Writing

For the critical reaction papers, you will write 5-7 pages on a set of readings, critiquing the writers’ assumptions, hypotheses, logic, methods, applications and implications. 

For the term paper you should write 10-15 pages relating relevant topics in political theory to your fields of interest in other areas of political science.  Students will briefly present to the class and address questions. 

**Plagiarism of Any Sort will Result in a Failing Grade for the Assignment**

Please use APA citation style. The Publication Manual of the APA is a reference every political science student should own. These websites may also be helpful:


http://www.liunet.edu/cwis/cwp/library/workshop/citapa.htm

http://citationmachine-west.net
You are to hand in a paper copy of assignments. Unless you have specific permission from me, you are NOT to email me your written assignments; if you receive such permission, it is your responsibility to make sure I received the assignment; do not assume I have received it just because the email apparently went through. All electronic submissions must be in Microsoft Word format. 

Sample Course Schedule 

Week 1

Intro/Good Research

Week 2

Classical Sources

Week 3

English Traditions: Thru 1642

Week 4

English Traditions: The English Civil War to The American Revolution

Week 5

Native American Traditions

Week 6

Revising the Social Contract: Anglo-American Liberalism

Week 7

A Violent Break with the Past: The French Experience

Week 8

The Peasant Question: For Whom is Democracy?

Week 9

Socialism: Marxian Varieties

Week 10

Socialism: Fabian Varieties

Week 11

Fascism

Week 12

Post-Modernist, Feminist and Relativist Critiques of Liberalism

Week 13

The End of History?

Week 14

Presentations

Week 15

Presentations
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