Course Proposal

Political Science 2XX: Politics and the Mass Media

This course should be offer as a 3-hour evening class to allow for the showing of films.

Suggested Texts:

Shanto Iyengar and Donald R. Kinder. News That Matters. (1989) 0226388573

Doris A. Graber. Mass Media and American Politics. (2001) 1568026358

Michael Parenti. Inventing Reality. (1986) 0312434731

Jonathan Rosenbaum. Movies as Politics. (1997) 0520206150

Peter Kenez. Cinema and Soviet Society. (2001) 1860645682

Richard Taylor. Film Propaganda. (1998) 1860641679

Joseph S. Nye. Soft Power. (2005) 1586483064

PreRequisites: E, R, M; age 18+ or parent/guardian permission on file

Course Description:

Focusing on a particular theme or historical epoch, a survey of the political role of 

General Education Area(s) Met:

1.
Further development of communication skills, both verbally and in writing.

2.
Enhancement of critical thinking/ analytical skills.

3.
Further awareness of other cultures and societies.

4.
Greater understanding of technology.

Course Goals and Objectives:
1.  
To become familiarized with the historical development of the American government.

2.
To become better acquainted with the structural as well as functional aspects of American institutions.

3.
To become more familiarized with the cases and controversies that have encircled these institutions.

4.  
To become an astute, civic-minded student of American government.   
Expected Student Outcome(s).

Lake Michigan College is interested in assessing student outcomes.  Besides using course grades, an analysis will periodically be conducted on questions that are specific to each test and are related to some of the more important objectives of the course.  Each student will be asked to fill out one or more questionnaires during the semester to help in this assessment.  These assessments are designed to help improve the teaching-learning process.

Instructional Methodology:

Most classes will include a lecture-viewing-discussion format.  Typically, there will be questions posed whereby students will be expected to answer with careful thought and analysis.  Presentations will mostly be done using a PowerPoint format.  Students will be expected to take notes from the slides, the discussions that encircle them, and anything else relevant (e.g., videos) that is utilized in class.  Students are expected to read assigned readings prior to their discussion in class.

Writing Across the Curriculum Strategy:

There will be critical reaction  assignments and one argumentative issue paper during the term.  The objective of WACS is to strengthen both the student's writing potential as well as his/ her analytical skills.  In this sense, grammar and sentence structure do count (in terms of the grade)

Course Grading Criteria and Requirements:
--Reaction Papers (10)
100 pts

--Term Paper


100 pts.

--Discussion


100 pts. 

--Total Points Available
300 pts. 



Extra credit may be available as announced in class up to a semester limit of 30 points in value. Extra credit is for those meeting minimal course objectives (3/4 attendance and missing no more than one paper). 

Sample Course Schedule #1: The Cold War

Week 1

Introduction

Forming Public Opinion

Imagined Communities

Writing and Rewriting History

Week 2

Comparative Media Systems

Propaganda: The State and the Market

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Week 9

Week 10

Week 11

Week 12

Week 13

Week 14

Week 15

Sample Course Schedule #2: WWI

Week 1

Introduction

Forming Public Opinion

Imagined Communities

Writing and Rewriting History

Week 2

Comparative Media Systems

Propaganda: The State and the Market

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Week 9

Week 10

Week 11

Week 12

Week 13

Week 14

Week 15

Sample Course Schedule #3: WWII

Week 1

Introduction

Forming Public Opinion

Imagined Communities

Writing and Rewriting History

Week 2

Comparative Media Systems

Propaganda: The State and the Market

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Week 9

Week 10

Week 11

Week 12

Week 13

Week 14

Week 15

Sample Course Schedule #4: Political Corruption

Week 1

Introduction

Forming Public Opinion

Imagined Communities

Writing and Rewriting History

Week 2

Comparative Media Systems

Propaganda: The State and the Market

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Week 9

Week 10

Week 11

Week 12

Week 13

Week 14

Week 15

APPENDIX

What follows is a selection of 20th century politically-relevant films.

Era/Topic Codes: WWI (W1), WWII (W2), Cold War (CW), Corruption (CP), Thirld World (TW)

Why We Fight: Prelude to War (1942) W2

Why We Fight: The Nazis Strike (1942) W2

Why We Fight: Divide and Conquer (1943) W2

Why We Fight: The Battle of Britain (1943) W2

Why We Fight: The Battle of Russia (1943) W2

Why We Fight: The Battle of China (1944) W2

Why We Fight: War Comes to America (1945)  W2

Confessions of a Nazi Spy(1939) W2

Despotism (1945) W2

Duck and Cover (1951) W2

My Japan (1945) W2

Red Nightmare (1962) W2
Victory Through Air Power (1943) W2
Aventure Malgache (1944) W2

Battle of the Somme, The (1916) W1

Went the Day Well? (1942) W2

Kolberg (1945) W2

Triumph of the Will (1935) W2
Alexander Nevsky (1938) W2

Battleship Potemkin (1925) CW

Circus (1936) CW

I Am Cuba (1964) CW

October: Ten Days that Shook the World (1928) CW

Good Night and Good Luck () CW

Front, The () CW

Path to War () CW

Manchurian Candidate, The (1962) CW

Life and Debt  () TW

All Quiet on the Western Front () W1

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939) CP

Seven Days in May () CW

Dr. Strangelove (1964) CW

Fail-Safe (1964) CW

Fog of War, The () CW

Atomic Café, The () CW

Candidate, The (1972) CP

Mouse That Roared, The () CW

Paths of Glory () W1

Great Dictator, The () W2

Das Boot () W2

Sink The Bismarck () W2

Longest Day, The () W2

Stalingrad () W2

Europa () W2

Tora Tora Tora () W2

Hangmen Also Die () W2

Grand Illusion () W1

Gallipoli () W1

Lawrence of Arabia () W1

Paisan () W2

Germany Year Zero () W2

Henry V  () W2

Train, The () W2

Das Eiserne Kreuz  () W2
Wheels of Terror  () W2
Die Brucke  () W2

Enemy at the Gates  () W2
Days of Glory  () W2
Idi i smotri  () W2

Letjat zhuravli  () W2
Sudba cheloveka  () W2
Krajobraz po bitwie  () W2
Le Dernier Metro (1980) W2
Au Revoir Les Enfants  () W2
Train de vie  () W2
Paris brule-t-il  () W2
La bataille du rail () W2
Lacombe Lucien () W2
L'armee des ombres () W2
Sutjeska () W2

Mediterraneo () W2

Open City ()W2

Mission to Moscow (1943) W2

Song of Russia (1944) W2

Berlin Express (1948) W2

Iron Curtain , The () CW

I Married a Communist (1950) CW

My Son John (1952) CW

Pickup on South Street (1953) CW

Red Danube, The (1950) CW

Third Man, The (1949) CW

Big Jim McLain (1952) CW

Broken Arrow (1950) CW

Storm Center (1956) CW

1984 () CW

Threads () CW

It Can’t Happen Here (1950) CW

One, Two, Three (1962) CW

The Spy who Came in from the Cold (1966) CW

On the Beach (1959) CW

The Way We Were (1973) CW

Apocalypse Now () CW

Telefon (1978) CW

Red Dawn (1984) CW

North by Northwest (1959) CW

Z (1969) CW

All the President’s Men (1976) CP

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy (1979) / Smiley’s People (1982) CW

Hunt for Red October (1990) CW

Canadian Bacon (1995)  CW

Fahrenheit 9/11 () CP

Foyle’s War () W2

Blackadder Goes Forth () W1

Ma’ali al wazir (2003) CP

House of Cards (1990) / To Play the King (1993) / The Final Cut (1995) CP

Gangs of New York (2002) CP

Lumumba (2000) TW

Untouchables, The (1993) CP

Kingfish: A Story of Huey P Long (1995) CP

